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Expectations and Requirements 
 

1. Parents and spectators are always expected to conduct themselves in a sportsmanlike manner. Please 
remember that the kids participating in LHYA sports are participating to have fun. The games played are for the 
youth and not the adults. The focus for the LHYA sports league is to teach the kids that doing their best is more 
important than winning.  

2. There will be no swearing or use of vulgar or offensive language, no taunting, no harassing or any other form of 
unsportsmanlike conduct, language or behavior at the facilities of LHYA or at any LHYA function or event. 

3. Cheer for your team! Do not cheer for the failure of the opposing team. Set a good example and demonstrate 
good sportsmanship. 

4. Parents and spectators will respect the officials and their authority during games and will not question calls 
made by the officials. 

5. Parents and spectators are asked to not coach or officiate from the sidelines and may be asked to leave the 
game by an official or coach if it continues after being warned. If the parent or spectator continues to feel the 
need to coach or officiate from the sideline it will be addressed further through the LHYA Parent/Spectator Code 
of Conduct disciplinary procedures. 

6. Possession and/or use of any drugs and/or alcohol is strictly prohibited from any practice, game or LHYA 
function. If you are found to be non-compliant with this rule, you will be asked to leave the premises 
immediately and that will count as one suspension against you. 

7. The use of tobacco products and/or “vaping” at all LHYA facilities is prohibited. If you are found to be non-
compliant with this rule, you will be asked to stop by an LHYA official or coach. If the action continues, you will 
be asked to leave the premises immediately and that will count as one suspension against you. 

8. During a game, if any parent or spectator conducts himself/herself in an unsportsmanlike manner, the umpires, 
referees, officials, LHYA Board field duty representative or any LHYA Board Member has the right to immediately 
stop play, review the problem and proceed with disciplinary action as outlined in Article XVII of the LHYA By-
Laws. 

9. Parents, legal guardians and siblings are encouraged to become actively involved in the programs at LHYA and 
with the team as a coach, team parent, score keeper, bench assistant, pre-game field maintenance, etc. 

a. Parents are also encouraged to attend the monthly LHYA meetings which are typically held the first 
Sunday of each month (changes to dates, times and locations will be posted on the LHYA website – 
www.lhya-sports.org) 

b. Parents are also encouraged to help with select committees for the year, such as fundraising, field 
maintenance, concessions, etc. 

10. Parents, spectators and fans are not permitted in the dugout/bench area or on the field of play during the game 
without the permission of the Head Coach. An exception to this rule is when an injury may occur. In this event, 
the player’s parents or guardians and a medical professional will be permitted to enter the field of play. 

11. Any issues that develop regarding an aspect directly related to a team shall be discussed with the Head Coach of 
the team first. If you are not satisfied with the results, you should discuss the issues with the appropriate LHYA 
Sports Director. 

12. At no point should a coach be confronted during a game. If there is an issue that a parent feels needs to be 
addressed, it needs to be done away from the field or court.  
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13. The Head Coach of the teams have been interviewed and recommended by the LHYA Sports Director to the 
LHYA Executive Board. The LHYA Executive Board reviews these recommendations and votes to determine the 
individual Head Coaching positions. Each Head Coach is then responsible to select his/her Assistant Coaches. The 
Assistant Coaches will also have approval from the LHYA Executive Board. 

Disciplinary Procedures and Appeals Process 
 
Any parent or spectator who demonstrates unacceptable or unsportsmanlike behavior that conflicts with the LHYA 
Parent/Spectator Code of Conduct will be subject to disciplinary procedures. Parents and spectators should not spoil the 
experience of participation in youth sports for the children. Furthermore, the LHYA will never punish a child for the 
actions of his/her parents or family members. Therefore, the following steps have been established for addressing issues 
with parents and/or spectators: 
 

STEP 1. Verbal Warning 

Coach will discuss undesirable conduct with the parent/spectator and stress that this behavior will not be 
tolerated. Coach will document this conversation and forward to the appropriate LHYA Sports Director. 

STEP 2. Written Warning 

Coach or Official will notify the appropriate LHYA Sports Director and/or LHYA Board of continued misconduct 
and the appropriate LHYA Sports Director will bring the parent/spectator in for a meeting to discuss actions and 
what the proper behavior is. Furthermore, there will be a formal letter of reprimand given to the 
parent/spectator stating that the next offense will lead to the individual being banned from the sporting event 
venue for a period of no less than 1 game. 

STEP 3. Game Suspension 

The LHYA Board will ban the parent/spectator from attending the next scheduled contest and another letter will 
be given to the individual stating that the next offense will lead to the individual being banned from all future 
contests for the remainder of the season. 

STEP 4. Season Suspension 

The parent/spectator will be banned from attending all league contests after a 4th offense. The 
parent/spectator will then have to make a formal request to be re-instated in writing to the appropriate LHYA 
Sports Director and LHYA Board. The individual will then have to meet with the appropriate LHYA Sports Director 
prior to being re-instated to determine if they are capable of behaving within the spirit and letter of the LHYA 
Parent/Spectator Code of Conduct. 

These guidelines are not absolute in dealing with problems which may arise. Severe situations could merit harsher 
punishments if deemed necessary by the appropriate LHYA Sports Director and/or majority vote by the LHYA Executive 
Board. 
 
Any parent/spectator who is suspended by the LHYA Sports Director and/or LHYA Board shall have the right of appeal to 
the LHYA Executive Board. 


